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PATRICK DUFFY talks to artist MICHELLE ROGERS about art and environmental activism. 
 
On September 9th, Irish artist and environmentalist Michelle Rogers opened her solo 
exhibition, Michelle Rogers: Tender Alchemy, at New York City’s Jenn Singer Gallery with a 
rallying cry “Green Queens: we need YOU”! Rogers is hopeful that through her oils on canvas, 
she can help reconnect us with nature – and get her peers in the queer community more 
interested and involved in environmental activism. 
Michelle Rogers was born and raised in Dundalk, Ireland on the border between the Northern and 
Southern regions at the height of the Troubles. In 1998, Rogers traveled to Rome to study 
Caravaggio, and has lived in both Rome and New York City since. Her work is held in important 
international private collections, and collected by institutions including the Bank of Ireland, the 
Irish Office of Public Works and Department of Foreign Affairs, and is most well known for her 
portrait of Irish President O’Dalaigh – featured on an Irish postage stamp in circulation, and for 
her portrait of the family of Prince Jonathan Doria Pamphilj on view at the Palazzo Doria Pamphilj 
in Rome. 
I recently sat down with Rogers to learn more about what inspires her and why it’s important for 
her to fill her paintings with environmental and LGBTQI themes. The paintings in the exhibition – 
on view through October 7th – are dark and moody with gobs of thick paint forming land and flesh, 
and there is plenty of flesh. Virile, shirtless men are the focus of nearly all of the paintings, 
Rogers’ masterful use of light and shadow dappling their bare skin. These figures become a part 
her lush landscapes, and have a seductive, gentle quality to them. Michelle Rogers’ goal is to 
reveal Nature’s pulse within our veins through her brush and to spark the interest of the queer 
community to be green, take action, and to come together as a community to protect and heal our 
wounded earth. 
  
Describe the paintings you created for your solo exhibition at Jenn Singer Gallery, and 
what they mean to you.  
We are Nature and nature is us. I wanted to create paintings that were sensual and tender, where 
the shadows of leaves integrate into our bodies. The show has strong gay and environmental 
themes and my dream is that gay people become champions of the environment. 
The main model for Tender Alchemy Neal is also gay and an environmentalist. He really inspires 
me, I think he inspires a lot of people with his passion for the environment. He also symbolizes a 
new generation that values our connection with nature. 
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Technically the art has two parents, the green and black landscapes of my country, Ireland mixed 
with the skin tones I studied from Caravaggio’s work in Rome, where I live. The paintings are 
shiny with impasto paint and are visceral and sensual physically. 
Can you tell us more about how your background – your Irish roots and your sexuality – 
has shaped your art?  
I think Ireland has given me an appreciation for nature and stories. We have a deep mystical 
connection with the land in Ireland.  My art is all about the Irish landscape and the colors that I 
grew up with. Physically the paintings are dark and thick like Irish soil. About my sexuality, for 
many years I felt like an outcast. Maybe that is another reason I have such a strong appreciation 
for Caravaggio. 
Describe your passion for Caravaggio, and explain how these paintings touch on that. 
Caravaggio has been my obsession for 17 years, his work was the reason I came to Rome. I was 
inspired not only by the technical beauty of his work, but by the profound message, he celebrated 
and elevated the outsiders in society. I created a lot of paintings reinterpreting Caravaggio’s 
master works.  I painted Drag queens in the place of Saints, celebrating the divinity of us all. The 
series called “Divino Amore, Homage to Caravaggio” was last shown in a museum in Sicily 
beside a Caravaggio Church, which delighted me. 
What is your hope for your artwork and its message – how would you like to help bring 
about change through your paintings?  
I would like to inspire the cultural community to respond and lead on environmental issues and 
help save our planet. Culture-makers are fundamental in solving this crisis and without the 
cultural community on board, I believe we will fail. I started a group with my brother Kieran, called 
Artists for Environment – we encourage artists that address environmental issues. 
How did you become an environmental activist and how has that influenced your artwork? 
One of my heroes, Mary Robinson the former Irish President and founder of Climate Justice 
Foundation, was the first person that inspired my activism. From there I started doing a lot of 
research about what is happening to our planet. As an artist I felt a moral obligation to respond to 
this crisis. 
How do we activate LGBTQI communities to get involved in the Climate Movement? 
We start with the arts, we start with content, if you make music, make a piece of music about the 
environment. If you are a writer, write about it. If you are in fashion, make work that is 
environmentally friendly and then shout about it. Bring as much attention to the environment as 
you can! 
We achieved Gay marriage because Gay people are incredible cultural influencers. If you look at 
the creative realm we actually dominate the arts, TV, fashion, design. music, dance, literature, 
performing arts. 
It is through the arts that we change people’s attitudes towards our community. Culture is the 
bloodstream of society and it is through culture that you reach people’s hearts. 
How can culture better serve the Climate Crisis? 
Now that we have Gay marriage the question I think about is ‘Will we have a planet to be Gay 
on?” 
The Green activists need the gay community to help transform the image, and get the message 
out. 
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We live in the “Entertainment Age” and the most important message in the world “We are facing 
extinction unless we change fast” is getting lost because the people with the most knowledge are 
not the best communicators. 
The Green movement is terrible with culture, so their message is getting stuck and they are not 
reaching people. Greens are also stuck in our imagination as” hippy tree huggers” and that is not 
a culturally appealing image. 
Give us one quote in your own words that can be a sound bite for this movement. 
Green Queens , we need YOU!! 
How has your experience been in your first solo show at Jenn Singer Gallery in NYC? How can 
our readers learn more about your paintings and how to purchase them?  
It has been wonderful, I have met such amazing people, particularly from the gay community who 
feel a need to prioritize the environment. It has been an amazing two weeks in New York with the 
UN, the Pope and indigenous leaders; you can really feel a shift happening. It is great to be 
working with someone like Jenn Singer who is on the pulse of it all. Please contact Jenn Singer 
Gallery for more info or to purchase my work. 
 


