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Carey Maxon: EYESIGHT 
An exhibition of new paintings by Carey Maxon 
 
On view via Artsy beginning March 20, 2019 
 
Jenn Singer Gallery presents Carey Maxon: 
EYESIGHT, a solo exhibition of paintings & drawings by Carey Maxon, whose work is held in the 
collections of the Brooklyn Museum of Art, Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) & Whitney Museum of 
American Art.  
 
The Rwandan genocide, Syrian war, shooting of Amadou Diallo, sex trade, blood diamonds and the 
high cost of death and questions of worth of a human life are all part of the darkness held up as a 
mirror in Carey Maxon’s newest work.  
 
The almost primordial imagery reflecting back to us through the paintings includes rough depictions, 
scribbled misspelled text, faltering lines, distorted yet almost offputtingly whimsical figures and 
exaggerated shape and color. These reflections are evidence of one woman's experience of a world 
that is loose around the edges and deeply troubled.   
 
As Maxon explains, “the drawings naming human genocides in a broken, jumbled scrawl replete with 
spelling errors and word fragments are unselfconscious expressions of my own frustration in the 
redundant, harrowing recognition of the many corrupt layers in mass devastation. Failure to 
comprehend goes along with grief.” 
 
What makes the work feel especially raw is Maxon’s crude use of pig’s blood in the palette. In 
addition to being an artist, life has taken Carey Maxon from her studio in Brooklyn, NY to Tuscany, 
Italy where she now works on an olive oil farm.  Annual rituals in Tuscany include the winter pig 
slaughter and feast, where no part of the animal goes to waste. A deeper connection to the earth and 
the rawness of life through such a different lens is slowly altering the artist’s medium. Captivated by 
the color alone, she incorporated some of the remaining blood into her latest works. While the use of 
animals' blood may make some uneasy, or downright angry, it is the most honest medium one could 
ask for given the darkness of the subject matter. 
 
Throughout the exhibition, Carey Maxon’s typical dot work is strewn about in some works, but then 
suddenly comes together in soothing order and repetition in others. The artist’s visual impressions 
remain high contrast, glaring and unstable and may relate to a unique visual phenomenon she has 
experienced since a young age. Visual snow, convergence insufficiency and optic migraines are part 
of her working norm. It’s not only the way she sees, but a new way of seeing, living and processing. 
 

Carey	Maxon,	Detail	of	Smoke	Rings	for	Davide	,	2019	
Oil	on	paper,	12	x	9	inches	
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As Maxon states, “a reduced palette and the repeated dot on line pattern connote the most basic 
rhythms of life; the heartbeat and the passing of time - sensations readily available even to the blind - 
and a humble order from which we all descend”.  
 
Carey Maxon’s artworks are available for online viewing via Artsy (artsy.net/jenn-singer-gallery). 
Acquisition inquiries may be sent to Jenn Singer Gallery (info@jennsingergallery.com). 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE ARTIST:  
 

Carey Maxon (b.1978 in Fairfax, CA) received a B.A. in Art History/Studio Art from Barnard College. 
Known for her drawings and paintings incorporating dot work, Maxon’s surfaces range from 
minimalistic repetitive abstractions, to more frenetic works, some with distorted figures, landscapes 
and text.   
  
With an interest in community building, introspection, and how psychological studies would influence 
her art, Maxon earned her MA in Humanistic & Transpersonal Psychology at Saybrook University and 
pursued post-graduate studies at the CG Jung Center of New York.  
 
From 2000-2003, she lived on an olive oil farm in rural Italy. Here, Maxon studied the mindset of a 
farmer and describes it as the epitome of a self-sustaining relationship with the natural world. This 
time abroad had a strong influence on her studio work and world-view and after returning to New 
York City, she immersed herself in a broad range of service settings -- psychiatric hospitals, teen 
centers, elderly care facilities, homeless services clinics, and the food industry. 
 
Throughout these varied pursuits, Carey Maxon maintained an active interest in acute observation 
and analysis of the systems – both physical and psychological – that form the fabric of human 
existence. Her studio work centered around an approach akin to clinical techniques taught in depth 
psychology. 
 
Her artwork has been exhibited in New York at Pierogi, Miyakoyo Shinaga Art Prospects, French 
Neon, & Jenn Singer Gallery. She was part of the collective Project1981 and worked as an assistant 
to printer Maurice Sanchez of Derriere L’Etoile Studios from 2008-2016.  
 
Carey Maxon's drawings are held in international private collections as well as major public 
collections including the Brooklyn Museum, Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), and The Whitney 
Museum of American Art in New York City. 
 
Maxon has recently returned to the same olive oil farm in Italy and continues her work as an artist and 
farmer. 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE GALLERY:  
 

Jenn Singer Gallery’s diverse program features emerging and mid-career contemporary artists, as 
well as a selection of artworks by established post-war modern artists. Our exhibitions have been 
featured in Wallpaper*, Cultured Magazine, VICE - The Creators Project, The Huffington Post, Hi-
Fructose Magazine, among others.   
 
For additional images / information, please contact the gallery: info@jennsingergallery.com 
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