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MOOSH: MOTHERLAND 
 
On view via Artsy beginning November 8, 2018 
 
Jenn Singer Gallery presents MOOSH: MOTHERLAND, a debut solo exhibition of new 
paintings by Gerald Nyamwihura Mushumbusi (a.k.a. MOOSH), born in 1989 at the Source of the 
Nile, in Jinja, Uganda. 
 
Three fiercely strong women raised MOOSH after he lost his father to AIDS at the age of seven: 
MOOSH’s mother, a prolific poet, whom he also lost to the disease; his aunt, a professional 
artist and teacher, who first taught him to draw; and, his grandmother who instilled in him a 
tenacious work ethic. Each of these women are a constant source of inspiration and motivation 
to the artist.  
 
A similar trinity of divine feminism emerges in MOTHERLAND, which features three female 
figures - inspirations central to MOOSH’s upbringing in Uganda before immigrating to the U.S. 
as a teenager. Most prominent in the exhibition are depictions of Nyabinghi, a synonym for 
Sekhmet, the Egyptian lioness warrior goddess who is said to have saved humanity by drinking 
the blood red overflow of the Nile. Nyabinghi is known in Southwestern Ugandan folklore as a 
dreadlocked spirit who possessed a charismatic healer, Muhumusa, who successfully organized 
a female led rebellion against colonialism and oppression in the region.  
 
Abstract interpretations of female Kifebwe masks, originally created by the Basonga people of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, are also prominent in the show. MOOSH was drawn to 
Kifebwe masks because they depict the strength and fortitude of women and represent 
prosperity, good health, fertility and positive energy.  
 
Finally, MOOSH’s Nike, the goddess of victory, appears with golden wings and splashes of red 
symbolizing a younger version of the female spirit – one that possesses the power of creation, 
success and protection.  
 
MOOSH’s artworks are available for online viewing exclusively via Artsy (artsy.net/jenn-singer-
gallery). Acquisition inquiries may be sent to Jenn Singer Gallery (info@jennsingergallery.com). 

MOOSH,	Life	of	Nyabinghi	Diptych	2,	2018	
Acrylic	on	canvas,	40	x	30	in.	per	panel	
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ABOUT THE ARTIST:  
 

Gerald Nyamwihura Mushumbusi (a.k.a. MOOSH) was born in 1989 at the Source of the Nile, in 
Jinja, Uganda. After losing his father to AIDS at seven years old, MOOSH’s aunt, a professional 
artist and teacher, became his guardian, and introduced him to art. She taught him basic 
drawing techniques and the principle that everything in nature is made of geometric shapes. 
Those lessons are fundamental to his work.  
 
At thirteen, MOOSH moved to New York to be reunited with his mother, who had moved to the 
States after his father died, seeking medical treatment for her own AIDS diagnosis. It was in New 
York that MOOSH discovered his passion for pop art, street art, and contemporary art. He 
claims inspiration from Keith Haring, Frank Stella, Hans Hoffman, Mark Rothko, Fernand Leger, 
Takashi Murakami, KAWS and LEGO, among others. MOOSH incorporates complex geometric 
shapes, symbology and patterns to create works that reflect on religion, history, culture, fertility, 
spirituality and consciousness. 
 
MOOSH has collaborated with Creative Control, Burton Snowboards and Bloomingdales. His 
work has been shown internationally in group exhibitions, featured by New York Magazine and is 
held in international private collections.   
 
 
 

ABOUT THE GALLERY:  
 

Jenn Singer Gallery’s diverse program features emerging and mid-career contemporary artists, 
as well as a selection of artworks by established post-war modern artists. Our exhibitions have 
been featured in Wallpaper*, Cultured Magazine, VICE - The Creators Project, The Huffington 
Post, Hi-Fructose Magazine, among others.   
 
For additional images / information, please contact the gallery: info@jennsingergallery.com 
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