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at the Jenn Singer Gallery

By Dar Dowing

C.Finley's work is nothing short of extraordinary, creating epic color infused geometric paintings 
that will no doubt have you hanging out in the gallery much longer than you intended. While
geometric shapes along with color take center stage in her paintings, they create their own
kind of magic, merging together to create what is akin to an optical illusion or perhaps an 

optical reality.

Future Islands Acrylic on Canvas 2010
100x80cm
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C. Finley Fingaz 4 Daze Acrylic on canvas 2014
84x64in

Moves MOVES (The Kiss) Acrylic on canvas 2015
36x48 in

You went from wanting to be a supreme court justice to falling in love with making art – how did 
that happen? 

I was always interested in art, but when I took a class called The Creative Process at the University
of Missouri, I had a calling. The class explored writing, hypnotism, and moving pendulums with
your mind. It completely changed my life. I took a painting class and created 32 paintings in 

one semester. Within the year I transferred to the Pratt Institute. 

When I look at your work it's clear that you love to work with color, what is it about the colors you
choose that calls to you? 

Colors are more powerful than most people understand. The number and intensity of the colors
I use gives each painting its own aura. I balance highly saturated hues with no color colors. I am

a colorist because I have been experimenting with color for seventeen years, and I create
more color in the world.

In their depths you will find some hidden treasures, moons hanging in a geometrically charged
universe, and in others the shapes and colors give birth to a series of intriguing, passionate, 

and emotionally evocative women. I was blown away by an ever so seductive piece simply 
called Moves Moves or “The Kiss,” The Ecstasy of St. Theresa, and Future Islands. 

Recently Finley was gracious enough to sit down with me to chat and answer a few questions, 
and along the way I discovered that this artist is just as compelling and utterly engaging 

as her work.
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Multiverse Two Moons 2 Acrylic on canvas 2015
30x40 inches

What is your process like when you start a new piece? 

My current practice is to first find an image that speaks to me. Then I find a geometric
compliment (mandala, sacred geometry etc.) I then recreate the image on the canvas
and draw the geometry on top of it. Finally I either choose at random or intuit the colors

I then paint with. 

Recently you've begun painting murals, what has that been like for you? Has it changed your 
process? Is it the next evolution in your work? 

I adore working out of doors and largescale. It feels really freeing to work on an 80 foot painting.
Canvas usually has a specific shape and scale, but working on a building in an 85ft boom truck 
is a wild experience. The scale of all of the shapes and elements need to be 30 feet rather than 
3 inches. I love to compose, so working on a huge surface is wonderful. I love it all. There is never

enough color.
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Installation View

I know this is a hard question but do you have a favorite piece in the show? 
And if so why? And if not why? 

I love Moves MOVES (The Kiss) 36x48 in acrylic on canvas 2015. I am interested in art that can
touch everyone, and a kiss is a beautiful universal theme. It came together within a few days 

and I am loving the pink palate. 

When you're not making art, what are you doing for fun? 

I am inspired by other art forms, I especially love (and collaborating with) theater, dance and
cabaret. There is something truly moving about live, cathartic, profound performances. They

bring me back to my true self, so I can be “the colorist”. 

Logos Continuous Spirit Acrylic on canvas 2015
30x30 inches

You've said “I like to go where the ideas take me” whats the most interesting place those ideas 
have taken you? 

Roma, because it brought me to my Italian family. Being neighbors with Bernini, Michelangelo,
Caravaggio, among others, I feel challenged to create meaningful, great work. And the

language barrier helps to keep me from being distracted by the world outside of my studio
practice.

Is there a spiritual aspect to your work? And if so can you talk a bit about that?
Yes, I am always inspired by the mysteries. 

Have you explored other kinds of art making besides painting? And so how does that factor
into your process? Yes, I wallpaper dumpsters, make mandalas out of costume jewelry and 
curate exhibitions like the 2014 Whitney Houston Biennial, which included 85 female artists. 

I love creating in the studio and I also adore cocreation with others. 
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